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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Drinking water wells near the Pasco sanitary landfill will be sampled 

this month by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency to see if they have 

been contaminated by organic chemicals that are known to have seeped into soil 

and groundwater under and around the landfill. 

Announcement of the sampling program was made today by Robie G. Russell, 
EPA's Northwest regional administrator in Seattle. 

"It's a precautionary move on EPA's part to check the ***"![ n a 

have not migrated Into the water that people drink. 

EPA will also test a nearby irrigation well to see if these chemicals 
would cause any problem for irrigation. 

tu n  i n f i l l  f a l l s  unde r  t he  regu la t i ons  o f  t he  Wash ing ton  
Departm n̂t'of Ecology and operates under a pemlt issued byjhê   ̂

development^' i s 25?JTti P>-e more siringent operating conditions on the 
landfill. 

# 

USEPASF 



October 2,  1986 

-a EPA ENVIRONMENTAL STUDY FINDINGS 

PASCO SANITARY LANDFILL 

PURPOS?SrJHE J}6 Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) conducted a study 
THF at the Pa!C?JSanitary Landf i l l ,  Pasco, Washington. The 

STUDY. E^f°ted°ofr^JtUdyT!;aS t0 d*termine if herbicide wastes had 
5 thl  IA H IIT? !h J ?S Were bur1ed 1n f ive sect ions 
of the landf i l l  that were previously owned and operated by the 
uSSSn? CorP°rat ion (RRC)- m these sect ions of the 
landf 1 ,  the RRC received and disposed of industr ial  waste 
mater ials that are now classi f ied as hazardous wastes 
including herbicide wastes. EPA was concerned because 
herbicide wastes are sometimes contaminated with low levels of 
dioxin, a chemical that Is acutely toxic to aquat ic l i fe and 
that may have health impl icat ions for humans. 

STUDY^fvinf? hPA t005j c°niPO!5lte so^ ]  samples and 15 groundwater samples 
STUDY DONE? downgradient of  the industr ial  waste disposal areas where 

migrat ion was most l ikely to occur.  The soi l  and groundwater 
samples were analyzed for EPA's l ist  of hazardous substances 
including the herbicides of concern. Field work was completed 
In the summer of  1985. The map on page 3 shows the locat ion 
of the disposal areas and the sampling locat ions. The study 
was carr ied out with the ful l  cooperat ion of the current owner 
and operator of  the landf i l l .  

TucTc¥mv Fr°11 th!s invest19at 'on, EPA found no evidence of herbicide 
FTNnTNr?! "  J m graJ!on f!Tom the disposal areas. The lack of herbicide 
FINDINGS? waste migrat ion also means that dioxin contaminat ion is not 

l ikely to be a problem at this si te.  Several other chemical 
compounds were detected outside the disposal areas (see 
below). However, EPA does not bel ieve that these compounds 
pose an immediate threat to human health or the environment.  

As would be expected in a landf i l l ,  several organic and 
inorganic compounds were detected in the soi ls and groundwater 
near the industr ial  wastes disposal areas. The main route of 
possible human exposure to the chemicals is through 
groundwater.  The fol lowing therefore summarizes EPA f indings 
regarding groundwater in the area. 

The groundwater at  the landf i l l  was encountered at 40-77 feet 
below the land surface. I t  f lows in a southwester ly direct ion. 

No herbicide wastes were detected in the groundwater,  but 
several other organic compounds were found. The most 
s ignif icant levels found were for tr ichloroethylene and 
tetrach1oroethy1ene which were found in concentrat ions above 
EPA's current dr inking water guidel ines. 



DOES THIS 
STUDY MEAN 
THERE IS A 
PROBLEM? 

jandfHM ̂ contaminated anTsho"UdV th?/iC,n1t' the 
- There are several drinklna wafa? ,? monitored closely, 

site and within one In " fW rsJ? ,s Jowngradlent of the 

no health threat, EPA wil l be samln' I? be certa1n there 1s 

month to determine if the wells a?e contaminated.'' neXt 

test nM^e !erf5et?OTawensUtot'sMrifrth3at:'0n4 EPA 1,1,1 " 

?s?is.M#ass;-arifIra'tir a 

spraying and then undergo alrPor^'ph^^suS.^ 

the'envlronmentSat°thf,ses 1 te6 C?"™ for pu6,,c »>" '«> on 
routinely Spares th pintle hp",S as th,s. ™ 
site to risks at other s?te. Jpf th r1sks posed bV the 
Hazard Ranking System to score fnd a**? a.mathemat1cal model 
Sites with high enough scores are rnnciHd HP^tent,a1 r1sks" 
EPA's National Priority Us? (Npf) I ?®red f?[ Placem*nt on 
eligible for funds under the slwrf.mJ tM °n tM$ 11st are 
examine pollutants at and aL .nS l£Und Program to fully 
cleanup actions If necessary 6 and to under"take 

WHAT WILL 
HAPPEN NEXT 
AT THE 
LANDFILL? 

to6the ̂ epa^tme!!? Sof°Ewl ogfrMu 1 a 7?"1 °' PM 13ndf 111 accord 1 ng 

permitting of this site Is fn ????"!' Mon,toring and 
department th# Jurisdlct1on Ecology and the county health 

consider th^foHowlngVecoLendatT6"^ th® agenc1es 
oversight of the landfill: e datlons 1n the management and 

' •  par/ liner Integrity. P•as11c liner to preserve 

2 '  S l . ' i S ' i S i J S i n " - e a c h  o f  C h e  
Irrigation wells In order to e»D?a?n thpthe ?u"ound1,,9 
concentrations of Inorganic compounds var,at,ons ,n tpe 

3' on^t]roftml|?I?,lan9f^d"act!rh,tW!C? a year t0 "etact any 
the area of known contamination 3 Z°"e and t0 mon,tor 

f " t I I % b m o n i t o H n S e r ? i r p o t e n t i t a i m ? t e r H a l S - a r e  d e t e c t e d  

eva'uatedM,9rab ^  
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According to representat ives of the Department of  Ecology and 
the county health department,  the agencies are consider ng the 
EPA f indings and recommendations to reissue the landf i l l  
operat ing permit .  More str ingent operat ing condit ions wi l l  be 
placed on the landf i l l .  

Final ly,  as mentioned above, EPA wi l l  be "®art,y 
dr inking water wel ls to ensure there is no 
these wel ls.  This sampling wi l l  take place 1n October 1986. 

QUESTIONS? Please cal l  the fol lowing people for more Information: 

Lor1 Cohen, EPA, (206) 442-2712, or 

Stan Vendett i ,  Ben ton-Frankl in County Health Distr ict ,  
(509) 943-2614 

Pasco Sani tary Landf i l l  
Tri-Cit lo« 
Airport  ̂  

Tomlinson^s^ 
Dairy y;\o' 
Po/ iW/V 

' PASCO 

.  K EN NEW IC  K o 

Locat ion of Environmental Study 

RESOURCE 
RECOVERY 
BURIAL ZONES 

2  MILES 




